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From The
Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,

I turn 65 tomorrow. It is kind of a
milestone birthday, and it seems to turn my
mind toward reflections on the past and
wonderings about the future.
I think of achievements and failures, the
many people who have touched my life, and the many I have missed
knowing. There are regrets—for relationships that are not what they
ought to be (and fears that they never will be), regrets for opportunities
missed, and some that were seized, but that should have been left alone,
regrets for mistakes made, apologies I need to make, bridges I have
crossed (maybe some bridges I have built).
I am filled with thanksgiving for all the people I have encountered
during my life. Most of them have been loving, supportive, helpful,
although I have had my share of people who have not been so. But all
of them, without exception, have made me who I am today, and as
imperfect as I am, I’m okay with me right now.
I certainly don’t feel any older than I did thirty years ago—I’m
probably not much wiser either! I think who I am, my essence—my
soul, if you will—knows that life does not end when I depart this earth.
Eternity is a long time, God will still have a lot to shape on me. When I
think of my faith journey, it seems that I have made only one inch of
progress on a journey of light years. But God is faithful, and I trust that
God will never let me go.
It is no coincidence that our closing song from worship has been
running through my head like an ear-worm all this week, so it’s fitting to
close with those words.
The Steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
God’s mercies never come to an end.
They are new every morning, new every morning;
Great is your faithfulness, O Lord, Great is your faithfulness.
Peace,

Blacksburg, Virginia

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
10:00 A.M. – Morning Worship

USHERS
June 3: Hunter & Sandy Hancock
June 10: Jack & Sandi Webster
June 17: Lucian Robinson &
Ron Pearson
June 24: Joe & Kay Hunnings

FLOWERS
June 3:
June 10:
June 17:
June 24:

COMMUNION
Pat & Dwayne Kittle
Amy & John Ogburn
Jamie & Edd Stoops

Officers On Call
May 27-June 2: Marshall Chaney
540-320-8083
June 3-9: Clark Gaylord,
540-641-1439
June 10-16: Paul Ruszler
540-951-0123
June 17-23: Jane Jones,
540-250-1963
June 24-30: Mary Rhodes,
540-552-5745

*A good thing to remember,
A better thing to do –
Work with the construction gang,
Not with the wrecking crew.
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LECTIONARY PASSAGES FOR JUNE
June 3:

1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
2 Cor. 4:5-12
Mark 2:23-3:6

June 17: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm 20
2 Cor. 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17
Mark 4: 26-34

June 10:

1 Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15)
Psalm 138
2 Cor. 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35

June 27:

1 Samuel 17:1a, 4-11, 19-32
Psalm 9:9-20 & Psalm 133
2 Cor. 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

*************************
Prayer Request Station
The Worship Committee recognizes the need for many to want prayers offered
in a more private and confidential manner than simply calling them out or having
them announced during the worship service. Therefore, a station has been placed
in the sanctuary, with cards to be filled out at any time during each week for
specific requests. On Sundays after worship, members of the Session and the
Deacons (who are tasked with confidentiality) will take the cards and offer those
requested prayers during the following week. For further information or if there
are any questions, please contact Linda.
********************
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT TO ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND MEMBERS!
Please remember that when you have meetings and schedule events for the church
or for other groups – PLEASE let the church office know so it can be put on the
calendar immediately to avoid conflicts!!!
Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated!!!
********************
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Interfaith Food Pantry needs help in stocking their pantry. Please remember to
bring food for the barrel in our hallway. Your help is greatly appreciated always,
but especially at this time of year. Thank You!
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From the Christian Education Committee:
As you know, much of what we learn through teachers in the church is a basis for our faith and
enriches spiritual growth. Because of the encouragement and dedication of these teachers, we
become better Christians. It is a privilege to recognize those individuals in our congregation
who have shown leadership, encouragement, and creativity to Northside’s Christian Education
program this year. The time and effort they have spent in study and planning is appreciated and
we thank them.
• This year Susan Heinze and Sophia Frimpong led the children’s class.
• Joe Hunnings, Doug Rathjen, and Rachel Sutphin worked with the youth on Sunday
mornings; special thanks to Sandy Hancock for helping with other youth activities.
• Lucian Robinson faithfully taught the Adult Bible Study.
• The Adult Forum class learned from Mary Rhodes, Frieda Bostian, Clark Gaylord and
Rev. Linda (who also taught the evening journey through the Old Testament throughout
the year).
All of us, from children to adults, are grateful to each of these individuals for their creativity
and leadership. We all thank you and appreciate what you’ve done for us!
********************

VA General Assembly Legislative Recap – June 5
Kim Bobo, the Executive Director of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Pubic Policy, will
present a recap of the center’s 2018 legislative wins and losses on Tuesday, June 5, from; 5:30
to 7:00 pm at Northside Presbyterian Church, 1017 Progress Street NW. Blacksburg, VA.
Come, hear the latest developments in the long fight to extend Medicaid to over 400,000
working Virginians who cannot get other health care coverage. Additionally, Ms. Bobo will
review progress made on ensuring wage justice for workers, a fairer criminal justice system in
Virginia, and more humane treatment of immigrants. There will be opportunity for you to ask
questions and learn about ways you can work for a more just Commonwealth for all of us.
********************
DATES TO REMEMBER IN JUNE:
June 3: COMMUNION
10: 2 CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING
COMMITTEES TO MEET
18-24: Rev. Linda will be on vacation
20: Transformation Team, 5:30 pm
16-23: GENERAL ASSEMBLY, St. Louis
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS !
2
5
6
11
13
22
23
26
27

Jenifer Kittle
Emmanuel Frimpong
Andy Harper
Bruce Hull
Aran Garnett-Deakin
Matt Stolte
James Jones
Pat Devens
Ty Stephenson
Frieda Bostian

If your birthday is not listed
here, you probably have not
given it to us. We want to
have everyone’s birthday on
file. Please give us a call at
the church office and tell us
the date of your birthday. We
promise not to ask the year!

HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY
********************
June Update from the Transformation Team
If you’ve ever talked to me about the church transformation process, one of the expressions that
I use a lot is “it’s an experiment. It may work or we may have to try again”. In our past year of
transformation, we have been doing multiple experiments to help us connect and strengthen our
faith through our relationships with God and each other. This summer, we are embarking on a
new experiment – one that may or may not help us build a stronger relationship with our local
community. Northside will be hosting a weekly community supper and activities on Monday
nights from 6:30 – 8 pm for eight weeks (starting June 18th). All of our committees are lending
a hand and we are hopeful that a recurring activity during the summer will allow neighbors to
return several times and get to know our Northside family. I would like to encourage everyone
in the Congregation to try to come to as many of these suppers as possible. It would be more
inviting to newcomers and allow everyone to take part in our latest experiment. (It also gets you
out of cooking dinner once a week!) If you can’t come, please remember to pray daily for
Northside using the common prayer below. Transformation may be experimentation, but it also
cannot happen without steady prayer and God’s guidance in our lives.
"All-knowing God, Please show us how our church can serve you, how we can
better organize ourselves to help you. Let us be a part of whatever you want to
do next. Amen."
In Christ’s Love
Jane Jones
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Northside Presbyterian Church
Session Highlights
May 20, 2018
Steve Cole reviewed our current insurance policy as is required every year. We are covered for
both the building and liability issues.
Of most significance is our current financial position. A review of the financial report for
the first three months of the year indicates that we are continuing to spend more than we
take in. By this time of the year we should have received 25% of the budgeted pledges and
offerings. We have received 20.1%. This is a $11,488.04 shortfall in income. Our expenses
should also be at 25% of budget. They are at 23.5% at $3,694.97. This means that as of
March 31, 2018, our income is $7,793.07 below our expenses.
We received a report from the Theology, Worship and Music Committee with feedback from
Breakfast Church held May 6. The responses were overall very positive. At the
recommendation of the committee, the Session voted to have Breakfast Church three times a
year, the first Sundays of February, May and October.
Reverend Linda reported on a webinar she attended intitled Mission Insite. It had information
regarding demographics about the church’s neighborhood and possible future trends. Related to
that study she looked at people involved with Northside. We can be considered in one of three
categories, members who attend regularly, non-members who attend regularly and members
who do not attend regularly. There are more of us in the third category than any other.
We are looking at ways to become more visible to our community. One new thing we will be
doing this summer is our Monday evening suppers at the church which will be open to all our
neighbors. We will welcome any who come. The suppers will begin June 18. Other ideas will
be forthcoming to the congregation as they are developed.
There will be no scheduled Session meetings in June or July.
Sue Bentley,
Clerk of Session

********************
Humanity’s greatest need is not for money, but for more understanding.
Between tomorrow’s dream and yesterday’s regret is today’s opportunity.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Nadia Kaldro Bridge
Emily Duralia
Morgan McCoy
Rachel Morrow

Ty Stephenson
Eliza Jilk Stowe
Conner Winn

Rachel Morrow says: I plan on attending VA Tech and majoring in
biochemistry. I have played volleyball for all four years of high school
and am doing track this year. I was a member of the National Honor
Society, an American Red Cross volunteer and Random Acts of
Kindness Club President. I have always appreciated everyone who has
supported me and helped me along the way to get me to this point and I
am so thankful for everyone in my church community.

Ty Stephenson graduated May 18th from Blacksburg High School with
an advanced degree. He will be attending the University of Mary
Washington in Fredericksburg, VA to study biology and to pursue a
career in environmental conservation. Ty lettered in Cross Country,
acted in multiple school plays and musicals and performed songs on the
ukulele for the school talent show and band fundraiser event. Ty also
worked during high school mowing lawns, pet sitting, serving customers
at the New River Junction at McCoy falls, and as an intern at the New
River Land Trust.
As an officer in the National Honor Society, Ty organized monthly
stream cleanups and helped with countless food drives for a number of
programs, as well as helped fund raise for NHS' scholarship fund.
Ty’s love of animals and nature converged in his hobbies that he
continues to share with family and friends such as canoeing and fishing,
hiking and bird watching, and caring for his own pets including family
dog, Fritz, Medusa the ball python and a few chickens. He would like
to thank Northside for being a constant, supportive family all his life.
Conner Winn has been accepted into the NRCC ACCE program for the
next 2 years.
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UKirk Update
Please join us in congratulating our 2018 graduates:
Drew Biddle, graduating with a degree in Mechanical
Engineering, will be working for ExxonMobil in Chicago, IL.
Josh Conyers, graduating with a degree in Industrial Systems
Engineering, will be commissioned as an Army Engineer
Officer, reporting to Fort Leonard Wood, MI, for Engineer
Officer training in October.

Sarah Morris, Ella Reeves, Ginny Pearson,
Rachel Sutphin, Cate Renner

Sarah Morris, graduating with a degree in Mechanical
Engineering, will be working for Georgia Pacific in Bethlehem, PA, as a project engineer.

Ginny Pearson, graduating with a degree in Human Development, has accepted a position as Director of Youth Ministry
at Mt. Olivet Presbyterian Church in Charlottesville.
Ella Reeves, graduating with a degree in Environmental Horticulture, will attend NC State next fall as a candidate for a
masters degree in Plant Pathology.
Cate Renner, graduating with a degree in Computer Modeling Data Analysis, has accepted a position as a data scientist
with Northwest Mutual in Milwaukee, WI.
Rachel Sutphin, graduating with a degree in Religion and Culture, will attend Columbia Seminary in the fall.
Thank you for the support you provided these
students during their time at Virginia Tech:
meals, exam snacks, financial support for their
programming, and prayers. Please continue to
keep these graduates in your prayers as they
enter the next phase of their lives.

Josh Conyers, Ginny Pearson, Cate Renner, Rachel Sutphin, Ella Reeves,
Drew Biddle

*********************
The best way to get rid of a hothead is to give him the cold shoulder.
After winning an argument with his wife, the wisest thing a man can do is apologize.
Discussion is an exchange of knowledge; argument is an exchange of ignorance.
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THE LATE EARL NIGHTINGALE, writer and publisher of inspirational and motivational material, once
told a story about a boy named Sparky. For Sparky, school was all but impossible. He failed every subject in
the eighth grade. He flunked physics in high school, getting a grade of zero.
Sparky also flunked Latin, Algebra, and English. He didn’t do much better in sports. Although he
did manage to make the school’s golf team, he promptly lost the only important match of the season.
There was a consolation match; he lost that too.
Throughout his youth, Sparky was awkward socially. He was not actually disliked by the other
students; no one cared that much. He was astonished if a classmate ever said hello to him outside of
school hours.
There’s no way to tell how he might have done at dating. Sparky never once asked a girl to go out
In high school. He was too afraid of being turned down.
Sparky was a loser. He, his classmates…everyone knew it. So he rolled with it. Sparky had made
up his mind early in life that if things were meant to work out, they would. Otherwise he would content
himself with what appeared to be his inevitable mediocrity.
However, one thing was important to Sparky—drawing. He was proud of his artwork. Of course,
no one else appreciated it. In his senior year of high school, he submitted some cartoons to the editors
of the yearbook. The cartoons were turned down. Despite this particular rejection, Sparky was so
convinced of his ability that he decided to become a professional artist.
After completing high school, he wrote a letter to Walt Disney Studios. He was told to send some
samples of his artwork, and the subject for a cartoon was suggested. Sparky drew the proposed cartoons.
He spent a great deal of time on it and on all the other drawings he submitted. Finally, the reply came
from Disney Studios. He had been rejected once again. Another loss for the loser.
So Sparky decided to write his own autobiography in cartoons. He described his childhood self—a
little boy loser and chronic underachiever. The cartoon character would soon become famous worldwide.
For Sparky, the boy who had such lack of success in school and whose work was rejected again and
again, was Charles Schulz. He created the “Peanuts” comic strip and the little cartoon character whose
kite would never fly and who never succeeded in kicking a football—Charlie Brown.
-copied from Bits & Pieces, The magazine that motivates the world.

*********************
The thing that counts most in the pursuit of happiness is
choosing the right traveling companion.

It is better to be alone than in bad company.
-George Washington

Northside NEWS

Page 9

June 2018

Keeping Up – Slowing Down
Carl Utley, Transitional general Presbyter
At a recent training event for new general presbyters, we spent a considerable amount of time studying and
discussing CHANGE. Of course, that’s what a group of presbytery leaders would discuss!
The Peaks Postings isn’t the space for teaching about change, but I can state the obvious: Change happens,
people and institutions resist it, and the pace of change is always too fast for some and not fast enough for
others. Change is especially stressful when you don’t know what is coming and no one else seems to know
either.
Most of us recognize that the religious landscape in our country is changing. The rules of engagement have
changed between congregations and its members, congregations and people outside the church, and between
congregations and the presbytery. I think culture has more or less made religious consumers of all of us and
church members are the primary customer. If I may put it bluntly, ministry is more about pleasing The
Customer than The Creator. And because rapidly changing individual needs, tastes motives, and desires drive
participation, it is hard for congregations to keep up with what people want and harder still to expand.
Presbyterians are too deliberate to keep abreast of trends. Other congregations seem to expand wildly and
especially with young people, and we think we ought to be keeping up. But by the time we’ve studied a
potential change, appointed a committee to make a recommendation, spent a year or more discussing it at
session meetings, the trend has already passed.
What are we to do? Will large congregations be the only ones to survive in the religious marketplace because
they have the financial resources to compete?
Another choice in the face of rapid change is to make the counter-intuitive decision to slow down. I see a few
promising signs here and there in our congregations that people might be ready to slow down and reconsider the
fundamentals of the church. Make disciples, Jesus said. He did not say “make members” or consumers of
religious or spiritual goods and services, but make students and followers of Jesus. Jesus’ mission was to heal
the world and he invited disciples to join him in that holy work.
I’ve been presenting “First Steps” toward renewal-revitalization-transformation. I’ve suggested that people slow
down and go deeper into faith practices. It’s nothing new or innovative. I’m hardly the one person to suggest it.
But I’m finding my voice in it – in this call to basics. And I do believe it might just make the difference that we
need in our lives and the church. The path may not generate a single new member. But I am guaranteeing that
with these first steps, people will grow in their relationship to God and in their capacity for grace-based
relationships.
Interested?

Check Us Out…
Church Address: Northside Presbyterian Church
1017 Progress Street, N.W.
Blacksburg, VA 24060
Phone: 540-552-4327
Email Address: secretary.northside@gmail.com
Minister’s Email: dickerson.northside@gmail.com
Website URL
(http://www.nsidepresbburg.org)

