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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
10:00 A.M. – Morning Worship
11:00 A.M. – Sunday School
USHERS
Dec. 3:
Dec. 10:
Dec. 17:
Dec. 24:
Dec. 31:

Ron Pearson & Namhoon Kim
Jilk-Stowe Family
Hunter & Sandy Hancock
Steve Cole & Marshall Chaney
Sue and Ernie Bentley

FLOWERS
Poinsettias for the month of December

Officers On Call

Merry Christmas to All
From Your Church Staff
Linda
Pat

Martha
Susan

Marya

Nov. 26-Dec. 2: Steve Cole,
540-953-0434
Dec. 3-9: Heidi Harper,
540-392-0057
Dec. 10-16: Sue Bentley,
540-651-3170
Dec. 17-30: Clark Gaylord,
540-641-1439
Dec. 31-Jan.6, 2018: Sue Bentley
540-651-3170

Anger gets us into trouble;
pride keeps us there.
Some people are like buttons –
always popping off at the wrong
time.
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LECTIONARY PASSAGES FOR DECEMBER
Dec. 3:

Isa. 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Cor. 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

Dec. 17: Isa. 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55
1 Thess. 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Dec. 10:

Isa. 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

Dec. 24:

Isa. 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

Dec. 31: Isa. 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148
Gal. 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40
*********************

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS !

1 Cameron Gaylord
Noxie Gilmer
10 Avery Stolte
11 Katherine Helsing
Linda Walker
14 David Meincke
15 Jane Jones
17 Marj Robinson
21 Ron Pearson
30 Charles Bostian

If your birthday is not listed
here, you probably have not
given it to us. We want to
have everyone’s birthday on
file. Please give us a call at
the church office and tell us
the date of your birthday. We
promise not to ask the year!

HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY
********************
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Interfaith Food Pantry needs help in stocking their pantry. Please remember to
bring food for the barrel in our hallway. Your help is greatly appreciated always,
but especially at this time of year. Thank You!
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********************
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: December 14, 2017
The women of Northside will be meeting on the second Thursday of each month for Bible Study.

We are studying the book, “Cloud of Witnesses, The Community of Christ in
Hebrews” by Melissa Bane Sevier. Rev. Linda will be leading this study which
begins at 1:30 pm in the old kitchen at the church. Refreshments are served and all
women are invited!!!
*********************
JOY GIFT OFFERING
CELEBRATE THE GIFT OF CHRIST
Thanks to your generous support, church workers can receive assistance in their time
of need, and students of Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges are
afforded opportunities to learn, grow, and lead in their faith. Giving to the Christmas
Joy Offering is one way we can celebrate God’s greatest gift to us. Jesus Christ, as
well as the gift of our church leaders – past, present, and future.
Please give generously.
Because Christ Is Given, We Give
********************
NEW CHURCH OFFICERS:
At a congregational meeting on Sunday, November 19th, the following officers were
elected: Elders (3-year term)
Deacons: (3-year term)_
Marshall Chaney
Pat Fullen
Bruce Harper
Bev Lineweaver
Jane Jones
Paul Ruszler (1-year term)
Memorial Board: Dwayne Kittle
**********************
*The greatest remedy for anger is delay.
*Anger makes your mouth work faster
then your mind.

*For every minute you are angry you
lose sixty seconds of happiness.
*Speak when you are angry and you’ll
make the best speech you’ll ever regret.
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UKirk at Virginia Tech
On Sunday, October 22, UKirk students traveled
to the beautiful Ellett Valley to worship at
Roanoke Valley Presbyterian Church, and
assist with several painting projects around the
church. Afterwards, the students enjoyed food
and fellowship with church members.

The congregation works diligently to participate as a covenant partner to
UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech, and our students always enjoy an
opportunity to thank the congregation for their generous support of
our ministry.

“How wonderful it is, how pleasant, when brothers
live in harmony!
Psalm 133:1

********************

Joy Gift Dinner:
Our Joy Gift Dinner on December 17th will include an interactive play
in which EVERYONE will be invited to play a part. Be sure to come
that evening to participate in “The ABC’s of Christmas.”
No rehearsals or special acting abilities are needed – just fun for all!
**********************
“Either you think you can, or you think you can’t. Either way, you’re right.
-Henry Ford
“Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a harder battle.”
-Plato

“Every saint has a past, and every sinner has a future.”
-Oscar Wilde
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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Lots of things are happening at Northside this year! The Transformation Team is praying and listening for
God’s guidance. The Session has approved a new focus out into the community around us: “We Choose
Welcome!” But how will our neighbors know that we welcome EVERYONE God calls to our church?
The Session was inspired by Anne Kuykendall’s research on the Rainbow Flag for our Peacemaking Offering
Sunday. She reported that the rainbow flag originated in Italy, and was emblazoned in bold with the Italian
word PACE (peace). It was first used there in 1961, when women sewed together colored strips of material.
Surprisingly, though, during the time of the Protestant Reformation, Thomas Munstzer held a rainbow flag in
Stolberg, Germany as the sign of a new era of hope and social change. The choice of a rainbow reminds us of
the covenant God made with Noah and the earth, that there would never again be a worldwide flood, and that
God hung God’s bow (as in bow and arrow) in the heavens as a sign of peace.
The Rainbow Flag has been used all over the world by different groups and many countries, with more or fewer
colors. The flag has been standardized for production purposes with six stripes.
The Session has authorized the mounting and displaying of the Rainbow Peace Flag on our church, as well as
the flag of the P.C.(U.S.A.). Why? Because we want our neighbors in this community to know that our church
welcomes EVERYONE to join us for worship, study, and service. Our tag line states: “Welcome home! Come
Walk With Us!” As Jesus welcomed the outsiders with love, may we also welcome all who have not
experienced the love of God. How else will they know? Let us share Good News with ALL our neighbors!
Peace,

*********************
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
November 19, 2017
The Session met on Sunday, November 19. Our worship and study centered around Numbers 6: 22-27,
regarding blessing by God. We had a discussion of blessings of others. Linda challenged us to give blessings
to others in our community, especially those who may not always be noticed when they are working in dayto-jobs.
We received the monthly Financial Report. After a dip in September, our October financial position is more
stable. We also received an update on the pledge campaign. As of November 17, we had received pledges of
$217,256. We have a budget goal of $258,797. We hope to hear from a few more families regarding pledges in
the very near future.
There was an update on our purchase of “We Choose Welcome” flags for the church. We have a rainbow flag
and a PC(USA) flag which will be displayed outside the church in the near future. In her column above in this
newsletter Linda provides a history of the rainbow flag.
The 75th Anniversary Committee has met and is beginning to make plans for our celebration in 2019. The
members of the committee are Tina McMahan, chair, Liz Allen, Sandi Webster and Frieda Bostian. The
Session received the first report from the committee.
Sue Bentley, Clerk of Session
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News From UKIRK
Please join us
For an OPEN HOUSE
December 12, 5:00 – 7:00 pm
at Cooper House
305 Washington Street SW, Blacksburg
To celebrate the ministry of
Ginny Taylor-Troutman
Hosted by the UKIRK Personnel Committee
Call 552-2473 for more info
*********************

The New River Valley Chapter of the Virginia Interfaith center for Pubic Policy presents
a Panel Discussion, “The Criminal Justice System and The Opioid Epidemic” December 10,
2017 at 2 pm at Asbury United Methodist Church, Christiansburg, VA.
********************
Asbury UMC will be holding COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS over the next two weeks
on issues of local concern—food insecurity and at-risk children. The conversations will begin
with a free dinner, and will include expert input as well as group participation.
November 27, 6 pm
Dinner: Chili and Cornbread
Conversation: Food Insecurity
December 4, 6 pm
Dinner: Baked Spaghetti and Salad
Conversation: Home and Community Factors That Contribute
To the Success or Failure of children
*******************

Our Own “Simple Gifts” will be presenting a Christmas Concert at Roanoke
Valley Presbyterian Church, 1532 Catawba Rd, Blacksburg, on Saturday,
December 2nd , at 4:00 pm. A love offering will be taken to support the music ministry
of Simple Gifts.
Refreshments will follow in the Fellowship Hall. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
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DATES TO REMEMBER IN DECEMBER:
December

3: First Sunday of ADVENT
Communion
6: Choir Practice, 7:30 pm
10: Second Sunday of ADVENT
CHOIR CANTATA, 10:00 am
2 Cents-A-Meal Offering
Committees to Meet
AD HOCTET CONCERT at 7:00 pm here at Northside
(This is a men’s group from the Blacksburg Master
Chorale and they will be singing Christmas Music)
All are invited and a Freewill Offering will be taken!
13: Choir Practice, 7:30 pm
14: Women’s Bible Study, 1:30 pm in the old kitchen
17: Third Sunday of ADVENT
Joy Gift Offering
Session Meeting
Joy Gift Dinner & Program (Come for evening of FUN!)
SESSION ANNUAL REPORTS DUE!!!
20: Choir Practice, 7:30 pm
24: Fourth Sunday of ADVENT – CHRISTMAS EVE
Joy Gift Offering
NO Sunday School
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE, 7: 30 pm
25: NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRIST/CHRISTMAS DAY
NO Sunday School
31: CAROL SING
NO Sunday School
January 1, 2018: NEW YEAR’S DAY

Check Us Out…
Church Address: Northside Presbyterian Church
1017 Progress Street, N.W.
Blacksburg, VA 24060
Phone: 540-552-4327
Email Address: secretary.northside@gmail.com
Minister’s Email: dickerson.northside@gmail.com
Website URL
(http://www.nsidepresbburg.org)

Transformation Team Report
Bev Lineweaver led our October Transformation Team session which was framed with the scripture from two
Bible books. First from Jeremiah 29:11. “I know what I am doing. I have it all planned out – plans to take care
of you, not abandon you, plans to give you the future you hope for.” And from Proverbs 29:18. “If people can’t
see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; But when they attend to what he reveals, they are most
blessed.” (both using text from The Message). Both texts continue to strengthen our resolve that we be patient in
study and prayer, and that God will reveal his plans for us.
We discussed Chapter two of “Unbinding the Gospel,” which is the book written by Martha Grace Reese that
we are using to guide us in our study of how mainline churches have undergone successful renewal. Chapter
two is titled “Why Do Evangelism?” The “E-word,” as the author calls it, makes most of us uncomfortable,
including us on the Transformation team! Many of those bad feelings come from witnessing coercive misuses
of evangelism. TV evangelists that seem to be more interested in your money than your relationship with God.
She states, “These fears can stunt one’s spiritual life.” If our faith is real, if being a Christian makes a deep
difference in our own lives, it matters that we be able to talk about that with the people we care about and the
people that Christ cares about.” She encourages us to 1) look at our feelings about evangelism, 2) think about
why it matters that we are Christian, and 3) understand why it could matter that other people become Christians.
Perhaps as an answer to our prayers, Martha Reese called Pastor Linda, when Martha saw that Linda had gone
to the “Unbinding the Gospel” website in search of resources. They had a long discussion and she offered much
encouragement. As a result of her phone call the Team has decided to undergo a joint daily prayer study. Each
day we all read the same scriptures and follow the same brief study guide, and pray. Then each Saturday
We hope you will pray along with us every day. Ask that God’s plans for us be revealed and that the future we
hope for will be provided.

