December 24, 2021 – 7:30 pm

NORTHSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1017 Progress Street, NW - Blacksburg, VA 24060
(540) 552-4327
E-mail:
Secretary: secretary.northside@gmail.com
Pastor: dickerson.northside@gmail.com
Website: http://www.northsidebburg.org/
Facebook: Northside Presbyterian Church in
Blacksburg, VA
THE REV. DR. LINDA J. DICKERSON, PASTOR

*indicates standing, if able
Bold indicates congregational response
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PRELUDE

Pat Fullen, Ann Marie Conner

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP
*CAROL

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning,
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

Linda Dickerson

Give thanks to God, for the light has come:

A light in a dark stable, a light for darkened lives,
a light which shines in every place,
the light of eternal truth.
Give thanks to God, for the truth has come:

Truth that challenges the proud,
truth that lifts up the lowly,
truth that brings justice and hope,
the truth of eternal life.

Give thanks to God, for the life has come:

The life of God in a newborn child,
life vulnerable and precious,
life which conquers death’s power,
the new life of the Kingdom of God.
Give thanks to God, for the King has come:

A King who brings peace,
a King who brings healing,
a King who shares our weakness,
a gentle King whose name is love.
Lord Jesus Christ, whose coming sets us free,
let your light shine in us,
your truth change us, your life renew us,
that we may worship you as the Holy Child of
Christmas and the King of Heaven.

*CAROL

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all,
From heaven’s all-gracious King”:
The world in solemn stillness lay, To hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come,
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats O’er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds The blessed angels sing.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE – Sandi and Jack
Webster

Our season of waiting is over, and the Savior of the
world is here! The first candle reminds us of our hope in
God’s promise of a Savior.
The second candle reminds us that we must prepare our
hearts and minds to meet the Savior who loves us..
The third candle reminds us to proclaim with joy God’s
salvation in Christ.
The fourth candle reminds us of the peace that only Christ
can give.
As we light the Christ candle, we join our voices with all
the saints to praise the holy name of the Lord.
God is worthy of our praise, this day and every day;
together we will worship Emmanuel—God with us!
Blessed Messiah, Son of God, you have come to redeem
your people and set us free by your amazing love. As we
praise your holy name, may the light of your love guide us—
and may we rejoice in letting the light of your love shine
in all the world. Amen.

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL

(Handchimes Choir rings 1 verse, then congregation sings)
Candles glowing, promise showing,
Jesus born a baby small.
Host rejoicing, shepherds voicing:
praising Christ the Lord of all.
God is with us, shout hosanna, raise a chorus,
singing ever.
Praising Christ, the Lord of all!
Praising Christ, the Lord of all!

SCRIPTURE – Isaiah 9:2-7
SPECIAL MUSIC – “What Child is This/Child of the Poor”
Alexandria Chaney, Jack Webster

SCRIPTURE – Luke 2:1- 7
PLACING THE CHRIST CHILD IN THE MANGER
CARIK

“Away In a Manger”

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.

SCRIPTURE – Luke 2:8-20
SERMON

“The Perfect Christmas”

SPECIAL MUSIC “Still, Still, Still”

Linda Dickerson
Hand Chimes Choir

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER

THE CANDLELIGHTING
(Your candles are battery operated this year. As we begin singing
“Silent Night,” you may turn on your candle.)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. The true light, which enlightens everyone
was coming into the world. And the Word became flesh and
lived among us, and we have seen his glory . . .
full of grace and truth.

CAROL

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

THE SENDING FORTH OF THE LIGHT
In the midst of darkness, candles have shone.
Glory to God in the highest!
In the midst of darkness, we have seen the light of Christ!
Glory to God in the highest!
In the midst of darkness, we have been promised
peace and good will.
Glory to God in the highest!
In the midst of darkness, we go forth to be the light of Christ.
Glory to God in the highest!
And on earth, peace, goodwill to all. Alleluia! Amen.

CAROL*

“Joy to the World”

Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

BENEDICTION*
POSTLUDE*

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR CANDLE IN THE RECEPTACLE
IN THE NARTHEX. THANK YOU.
There is no nursery offered tonight. Children of all ages
are welcome in this service!
Thanks to musicians Ann Marie Conner, Pat Fullen, Alex
Chaney, and Jack Webster, to the Hand Chimes Choir , and
to all others who offered their gifts for this service.

Dec. 26 – 10:00 - Morning Worship – ONLINE ONLY –
Facebook and Youtube church pages
The Church Office will be closed December 27- January
3 for the holidays.

To those who are weary and need rest;
To all who are lonely and need friends;
To all who mourn and need comfort;
To all who pray, and to all who do not, but ought;
To all who sin and need a Savior,
And to whosoever comes –
The Church opens wide its doors, and says,
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, "Welcome."

